
The work for the new Rotary 

year begins.  This is the first 

issue of our new monthly 

Worldwide Literacy Resource 

Newsletter and I trust you will 

find it useful.  The success of 

the newsletter depends on all 

Zones, Districts, and Clubs 

providing stories with pictures 

of their projects which can 

inspire and help other clubs to 

do similar projects. 

 

In this new year we have five 

key emphases from President 

D.K. Lee.  These are Mem-

bership, Literacy and Educa-

tion, Water, Health and Re-

ducing Child Mortality.  Very 

clearly, if we are to make a 

difference in the world all of 

these areas must be treated as 

linked.  Our work this year is 

to build upon what has been 

done in the literacy area, con-

tinue current programs, start 

new ones and have all Rotari-

ans understand the importance 

of literacy and education.  

Our ultimate goal is to focus 

on the more difficult pro-

grams and initiatives that ad-

dress those in the world who 

are totally illiterate.  These 

programs take much effort on 

the part of Rotarians and can 

be effective if we form part-

nerships.   

 

In this newsletter I have high-

lighted a program that clearly 

addresses the illiteracy issue.  

In future months I will present 

to you other programs for 

your consideration. 

 

Later in this Rotary year the 

Literacy Resource Group will 

make available a handbook 

and CD called ñRotary 

Readsò which gives an in- 

depth description of key liter-

acy programs available to 

clubs. 

 

To help clubs address the 

Presidential emphasis of Re-

ducing Child Mortality, the 

Literacy Resource Group has 

some suggestions for literacy 

projects that have been con-

ducted by Rotary clubs.   

 

The group is also looking for 

further ideas from other clubs 

that can be shared throughout 

the Rotary year. 

The 2008-09 Literacy Resource Group 

aims to raise awareness of literacy issues 

by encouraging: 

¶ Every Rotary club to undertake a lit-

eracy project either at home or 

abroad; 

¶ Every district to carry out a literacy 

seminar; 

¶ Every district conference, Zone Insti-

tute, PETS, and District Assembly to 

include a literacy component; 

¶ Every district governor to present a 

district literacy award; 

¶ Every Rotary club to participate 

in International Literacy Day on 

September 8, 2007 and Rotary 

Literacy Month in March 2008;  

¶ The seeking of opportunities for 

alliances with other organiza-

tions; and 

¶ Every club to devote one meet-

ing to the topic of the role of 

literacy in reducing child mortal-

ity and use the meeting to iden-

tify a literacy project to address 

the issue. 
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The literacy booth area in The House of Friendshipð 

A quiet moment before the crowds rush in! 


